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created by Margaret Goldsmith
Book:  One Is A Snail, Ten Is A Crab, by April Pulley Sayre and Jeff Sayre

This is a book of counting feet.  A snail has one foot, a person has two feet, and a person and a snail have three feet.  The count continues by ones to ten, which is a crab, and then by tens to 100.  The book gives one of the many possibilities of combinations of feet for each number.  

Material:  Large chart paper, one sheet each table of four


     Double dice


     Pencils and paper


     Markers


     Copy of One Is A Snail, Ten Is A Crab for each participant

Begin reading the book to students (teachers).  After reading that one is a snail and two is a person, ask students what three could be.  

After reading five is a dog and a snail, ask students if five could be anything else?

Could it be five snails?   Could five be two people and a snail?

Read six is an insect and again, ask what seven could be. 

Continue reading the even numbers and asking students what possibilities could be the odd numbers through eleven.

Finish reading the book, stopping periodically to explore different combinations of feet that have a sum of the next number.

Activity 1
Students will work in groups of about four.

Place a piece of large chart paper in the center of each table. Have students roll a double die.  The number on the outside die will be the tens and the number on the inside die will be the ones to make a two digit number. 

Have students write their number in the center of the chart paper.  All students in each group will use the same number.  Then have students list on the paper, all of the combinations of things with the correct number of feet to have a sum of the number written on the chart paper.

Hang chart paper and have students (teachers) walk around the room and look at each page and see if they have anything to add.

Talk about strategies each group used to find as many combinations as possible.

Discuss the value of this exercise.  What do students have to do to come up with the correct number of feet?  Is any one answer more correct than others?

Activity 2
Have teachers take a small piece of paper from the box and fold it in half the short way. (hamburger fold)

Each teacher is to write a description of a number, by feet on the outside of the paper.  

Inside they write the numeral. 

Students (teachers) will exchange papers and figure out the number that is represented by the description.  Once they know the number they will open the paper to see if they are correct.

Extension
Each group of teachers is to come up with one way in which they could change this activity to make it grade appropriate for each grade K through 4.

Teachers share extension ideas.


